MY LEGAL RIGHTS

Q. I livein Oregon City, and some city official
told metorepair thesidewalk that runsalong the street
in front of my home. Am | responsiblefor thisrepair?

A. The Oregon City Municipal Code states that the

owner of land that abuts a street is responsible for keeping
the sidewak aong that street in “good repair”. This
requirement is not unique to Oregon City. The City of
Portland has a similar aobligation. |f the City determines
that the sidewalk is in need of repair, then you should
receive aNotice. If you ignore the Natice, and you do not
take some action, the City can make the necessary repairs
itself. It will then place alien against your property for the
coast of those repairs. You should also be aware that if
someoneisinjured because of your negligencein repairing
or failing to repair the sidewalk, the Municipal Code states
that you will be responsible for that person’sinjuries. In
fact, if the injured person brings a claim against the City,
and wins, the Municipa Code states that you must
reimbursethe City for any amount of damagesit had to pay.
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